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INTRODUCTION

The proposal for conduct of a Behavioural Surveillance Survey among secondary school

children in Barbados was first presented by Dr. Alok Kumar, Lecturer at the University

of the West Indies who had undertaken considerable research on HIVV/AIDS in Barbados.

Based on the research proposal presented to the Ministry the general research objective

was:

“To gather relevant data about the knowledge, attitude and practice among the secondary

school children which would be useful in designing, implementing and later on

evaluating preventive measures directed against this vulnerable population group”.

The specific objectives were:

1)

()

(3)

(4)

to ascertain the level of knowledge about HIV/AIDS infection among
secondary school children, with respect to the methods of its spread, what it
does to the infected individual, how it can be recognised and how it can be
prevented,;

to get an insight into the attitude of secondary school children toward the risk
of HIV infection, need for sexual gratification and toward people with
HIV/AIDS;

to study the current life style related practices among secondary school
children in order to find the risk taking behaviours of this population group
which may be directly or indirectly responsible for their vulnerability to HIV
infection;

to describe the changes in the above parameters over the past ten years since
the HIV/AIDS programme has been in place, by comparing results from this

study with those from a similar study in 1990.

The proposal was discussed with officials of the Ministry of Education, Youth Affairs &

Sports at a meeting on July 02, 2003 and a commitment given by the Ministry to support

to research project. It was further agreed that the Youth Affairs Department would
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coordinate the fieldwork for the research project as well as conduct the preliminary
analysis of the data and findings.
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METHODOLOGY

The survey instrument was a self-administered questionnaire comprised predominantly of
closed-ended questions (see Appendix 1). The original survey instrument submitted by
Dr. Kumar was modified by the Youth Affairs Department primarily for appropriateness
in respect of socio-cultural context and age of respondents. Further minor modifications
were made after pre-testing of the questionnaire among a group of secondary school

students who did not fall into the sample.

The survey was based on a multi-stage systematic random sample of all secondary
schools in Barbados — both public and private. The sample basically sought to select
1,500 respondents — 300 at each form level from 1% to 5™. Based on a general average of
30 students per form, 10 schools were randomly selected for each form level hence 30

students x 10 schools x 5 form levels = 1,500 students (see Appendix II).

In order to facilitate conduct of the survey at the school level the principals were
circularised by the Chief Education Officer (see Appendix Il1) advising of the survey and
seeking the support of the principal in its conduct. Based on information derived from
the schools concerning the designation of forms (eg. 1Al or 1 Alpha etc.) copies of a
letter from the Chief Education Officer seeking the permission of the parents/guardians of
children in the selected forms were forwarded to the principal to be taken home by the
students and returned in advance of the survey (see Appendix 1V).

The conduct of the fieldwork at the schools (completion of the questionnaires) was
coordinated by three Research Assistants recruited and trained by the Youth Affairs
Department. It should be noted here that although the survey instrument was intended to
be self-administered there were a number of cases, particularly in the lower forms of
some schools where children had to be assisted by the coordinator due to literacy
challenges. In these cases the questions/items on the questionnaire were read by the
coordinator and the respondents assisted in completion of the questionnaire.
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The coding and data entry of completed questionnaires were completed by the
coordinators themselves with data management and analysis being conducted by the
Youth Affairs Department using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS).
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PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF FINDINGS

Socio-Demographic Background

Respondents on the survey were drawn from most of the secondary schools in Barbados
based on random sample selection. The data show that 25.3% of respondents were from
the first form, 13.6% from the second form, 22.1% third form, 17.9% fourth form and
21.0% fifth form (Fig.1). Given that sample selection targeted equal proportions of
respondents from each form level, the differential response rates in respect of parental
permission as well as the non-participation of some schools would have created some

level of skewness on this variable.

Figure 1: Form Level of Respondents
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Given that the survey targeted the first to fifth forms, the age of respondents varied
proportionately between 10 and 18 years. At these form levels most students would have
been turning 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 and in fact only 4.2% of respondents were 10 year-
olds, 9.5% were 16 year-olds, 2.8% were 17 year-olds and 0.4% were 18 year-olds (Fig.
2). Again as a result of differential response rates, there is some under-representation of

14 year-olds (12.3%) but the other age groups were spread fairly evenly.
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Fgure 2: Age of Respondents at Last Birthday
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Males constituted a slight majority of respondents 52.6 % as opposed to females 47.3%
which constitutes some level of over-representation of males given the relatively even
gender balance in the secondary school system. A number of factors may be responsible
for this result including (i) the fact that a simple random sample - as opposed to quota
sampling was employed in the selection of respondents (ii) differential responses based
on parental permission and (iii) the fact that an all-girls school which fell into the sample
at two form levels did not participate in the survey, which would have skewed the

respondent population.

Consistent with the racial distribution of Barbados’ population the majority of
respondents were black (80.7%) with 13.0% categorising themselves as mixed, 3.4% as
white, 1.8% Indian and 0.6% as either “brown” or “red/light skin” suggestive of mixed
racial background. The majority of respondents were born in Barbados (86.9%),
however a substantial proportion 12.8% were non-Barbadian born with Guyana (3.3%),
St. Vincent (1.8%), Canada 1.0% and England 1.0% accounting for 1.0% or more of the
respondents.
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Figure 3: Presence of Selected Relatives in Household of Respondent
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With respect to household composition, the data confirm the matrifocality that has
consistently characterised the Barbadian family structure for whereas the mother was
present in 86.1% of the households of respondents the father was present in only 40.9%.
The data also show that grandparent/s were present in 17.8% of households, stepfathers

in 9.7% and step-mothers in 1.9%.

Knowledge About HIV/AIDS Related to Prevention

Consistent with other investigations®, the survey revealed relatively sound knowledge
related to HIV/AIDS: 97.5% of respondents indicated that they had heard of AIDS and
95.3% that it was a fatal disease. Some 80.2% said that there was no cure even though
13.5% did not know and 5.3% thought that there was a cure. There were similarly
positive findings in respect of sexual transmission of HIV - 94.4% indicating that the
virus can be contracted through sexual intercourse, and 89.7% correctly identifying

mother to child transmission as a mode of infection (Box 1).

! See for example Report on the National KABP Survey on HIV/AIDS, 2001 produced by the Youth
Affairs Department.
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Box 1 - Respondent Knowledge about HIV

Question Yes No D.K/N.R
Ever heard of AIDS 97.5 0.9 1.7
Is AIDS a fatal disease 95.3 1.9 2.8
Is there a cure for AIDS 53 80.2 145
Get HIV from having sexual intercourse 94.4 2.3 3.3
Get HIV from working next to HIV+ person 2.7 93.1 4.2
Can HIV infected pregnant woman give HIV to unborn baby 89.7 2.9 7.4
Can healthy looking person be HIV+ 86.1 5.0 8.9

Only 2.7% of respondents felt that a person could contract HIV by working next to
someone who is HIV positive as opposed to 93.1% who indicated that transmission could
not happen in this way. Quite similar proportions of respondents felt that a healthy
looking person could be HIV positive (86.1%) as disagreed with the statement that only
people who look sick could spread the HIV virus (86.5%). There must be some concern
however, about the 5.0% of respondents who did not think that a healthy looking person
could be HIV positive and the 4.4% who thought that only people who look sick could
spread HIV.

Respondents were presented with a range of statements related to HIV transmission and
prevention which they were expected to rate “true” or “false”, or indicate “don’t know”.
The majority of respondents (80.8%) agreed that condoms reduced the risk of getting the
AIDS virus and an identical proportion agreed that a person could get the virus even if
they had sexual intercourse just one time without a condom. Interestingly enough, when
respondents were asked whether one could contract HIV by having anal sex without a
condom, the proportion agreeing dropped to 68.6% with a substantial 25.5% indicating

“don’t know” and 5.5% indicating that one could not get HIV in this way (see Box 2).



Report on the Secondary School Behavioural Surveillance Survey 2003/2004

Box 2 — Respondents’ Knowledge in Relation to HIV Prevention

Statement True False D.K/N.R
Only people who look sick can spread HIV 4.4 86.5 9.0
Condoms reduce the risk of getting the AIDS virus 80.8 12.3 6.8
A person can get the AIDS virus even if he or she has 80.8 6.1 131
sexual intercourse just one time without a condom
A person can get HIV by touching or hugging 2.2 95.3 25
someone who is HIV positive
Most people who have the AIDS virus show signs of 9.3 75.6 15.1
being sick right away
You can get HIV by having anal sex without a 68.6 55 25.9
condom
You can get HIV by being bitten by a mosquito that 17.8 55.3 26.9
has bitten someone with the AIDS virus
Only people who have sexual intercourse with gay 10.2 75.0 14.8
people get AIDS
You can get HIV from kissing someone who is HIV 25.0 56.8 18.1
positive
Birth control pills protect a woman from getting the 6.1 70.1 23.7
AIDS virus

Quite a large proportion of respondents - 95.3%, disagreed that a person could get HIV
by touching or hugging someone who is HIV positive. Even though the majority of
respondents (75.6%) correctly indicated “false” to the suggestion that most people who
have the AIDS virus show signs of being sick right away, this still leaves a worrying

almost one quarter who either indicated “true” or “don’t know”.

The findings show that the myth of mosquito transmission still holds currency with
substantial proportions of respondents as 17.8% answered “true” to the suggestion that
one could get HIV by being bitten by a mosquito that had bitten someone with the AIDS
virus and 26.3% indicating that they did not know whereas 55.3% indicated that the
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statement was false. Another of the enduring myths of a “homosexual disease” was
supported with 10.2% answering “true” to the suggestion that only people who have
sexual intercourse with gay people get AIDS and 14.2% indicating that they did not know

while 75.0% said the statement was false.

Box 3 — Respondents’ Knowledge of Modes of Infection

Mode of Infection Yes No D.K/N.R

Sexual Intercourse 96.8 2.9 0.3
Sharing Needles 93.3 6.5 0.3
Unclean Medical Equipment 69.3 30.5 0.3
Blood Transfusions 87.7 12.1 0.3
During Pregnancy & Childbirth 69.8 30.0 0.3
Through Breast Milk 49.2 50.6 0.3
Contact with Blood of Infected Person 88.2 11.6 0.3
Contact with Infected Person’s Toothbrush/Shaving 38.9 60.9 0.3
Material

Casual Contact with Infected Person 135 86.3 0.3

The findings reflect the fairly high levels of confusion that remain in the wider society as
to whether one can contract HIV from kissing someone who is HIV positive — 56.8% said
“true”, 25.0% said “false” and 17.5% said “don’t know”. Even though the majority of
respondents (70.1%) rejected the suggestion that birth control pills protect a woman from
getting the AIDS virus, a substantial 23.1% indicated that they did not know and 6.1%
felt that they offered protection.

Respondents were presented with a number of items as possible modes of transmission
and asked to select those which constituted ways in which a person could be infected
with HIV/AIDS. Sexual intercourse (96.8%) and sharing needles (93.3%) registered the
highest positive responses followed by *“contact with blood of infected person” (88.2%)

and blood transfusions (87.7%). Similar proportions of respondents identified unclean

10
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medical equipment (69.3%) and “during pregnancy and childbirth” as modes of
transmission whereas they were almost evenly split in respect of “through breast milk”
with 49.2% saying “yes” and 50.6% saying “no”. A substantial proportion of
respondents (38.9%) considered “contact with infected person’s toothbrush/shaving
material” as a possible mode of transmission and 13.5% felt similarly about casual
contact with an infected person.

Respondents were asked to identify from a presented list the ways in which people could
protect themselves from HIV infection. Of the options presented the greatest proportions
of respondents identified “require partner to take blood test” (90.3%), always use
condoms (87.3%), abstain from sex (82.1%), have only one sex partner (77.8%) and
avoid sex workers (71.0%). Limiting the number of sex partners (55.8%) and having sex
with a virgin (39.6%) were identified by relatively smaller proportions of respondents as
effective means of protection. Interestingly enough, considerably larger proportions of
respondents identified the determination of the HIV status of their partner and condom
use as modes of prevention as opposed to abstinence — a clear reminder that there is a
substantial population of sexually active young people who do not consider abstinence a
practical option.

Figure 4: How People Can Protect Selves from HIV Infection
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Gender analysis showed that female respondents were more likely to identify a
monogamous sexual relationship (80.4% as opposed to 75.4% for males) and limiting the
number of sex partners (58.3% as opposed to 53.4%) as a means of preventing HIV
infection. On the other hand a slightly larger proportion of males 41.5% identified

having sex with a virgin as opposed to 37.6% for females.

Respondents were asked whether they had ever heard of diseases besides HIV/AIDS that
were transmitted sexually and though 68.1% indicated that they had, the 29.4% of
respondents who said they had not constitutes some cause for concern. For example, to
what extent does this finding suggest that information in respect of other sexually
transmitted infections is being lost in the information blitz on HIV/AIDS or that there is

generalised ignorance in respect of other types of infection?

Figure 5: Places Learnt Most About AIDS
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The survey sought to determine the main source of information on HIV/AIDS among
respondents by asking them to identify from a list the three places where they had learnt
the most about AIDS. Not surprisingly, television was the most popular choice among
respondents (77.1%) followed by school (74.2%) with no other source accounting for
more than one third of respondents. Parents/adult relatives accounted for 31.4% of

respondents, radio 28.8%, doctors/nurses 28.3% newspapers/magazines 22.2%, friends

12
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12.5% and pamphlets/flyers 14.1%. The other options attracted less than 10% of
respondents — church 8.6%, boyfriend/girlfriend 8.4%, billboards 8.3% and sisters,

brothers or teenage relatives 6.9%.

Attitudes Relevant to HIV Prevention

Respondents were presented with a number of statements seeking to elicit their attitudes
towards sexual issues and to which they were required to indicate their position on a scale

ranging from “strongly agree” to “strongly disagree”.

Box 4 — Respondents’ Attitudes to Sexual Issues

Strongly Agree
Statement

Male Female
I\_/Ien need to have more than one sexual partner, often at the same 9.4 8.1
time
My friends encourage me to have sex 16.9 14.2
Most of the people in my class are having sex 22.5 29.8
Usually people do not plan to have sex, it just happens 74.4 66.7
It is okay for a boyfriend to force his girlfriend to have sex 9.4 6.2
A person must have sex to keep their boyfriend or girlfriend 8.5 12.1
A girl who refuses to have sex will probably lose her boyfriend 44.4 46.2
Girls who carry condoms are not respected 30.0 28.5
Itis alright to demand sex from a girlfriend or boyfriend 17.6 21.2
It is okay for a girl to suggest condom use 87.2 88.2
Boys often pressure girls to have sex 70.5 73.1
Women are interested in men who have many sex partners 20.5 17.2
A man will not refuse to have sex with a woman if she initiates it 59.9 66.7
A man can decide whether or not to use a condom when he has sex 51.2 49.5
A man who carries condoms is responsible 84.3 85.5

13
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The findings suggest that on the important issue of condom use there still remains some
element of conservatism and traditionalism regarding the female role. In spite of the fact
that 87.6% agreed/strongly agreed that it is okay for a girl to suggest condom use, 29.3%
agreed/strongly agreed that girls who carry condoms are not respected whereas 63.3%
disagreed/strongly disagreed. On the other hand, a substantial majority of respondents
(84.9%) agreed/strongly agreed that a man who carries condoms is responsible.
Respondents were more evenly split on the statement “a man can decide whether or not

to use a condom when he has sex” with 50.3% agreeing and 44.2% disagreeing.

On the issue of multiple sex partners there was general disagreement (89.7%) with the
suggestion that men need to have multiple sexual partners often at the same time yet this
fell to 75.6% in relation to the statement “women are interested in men who have many

sex partners — a statement with which almost one-fifth (18.9%) of respondents agreed.

Respondents generally rejected the suggestions of pressure to engage in sexual activity —
81.8% disagreed that their friends encouraged them to have sex, 89.4% that it is okay for
a boyfriend to force his girlfriend to have sex, 86.8% that a person must have sex to keep
their boyfriend or girlfriend and 74.5% that it is alright to demand sex from a boyfriend
or girlfriend. However, 71.8% agreed that boys often pressured girls to have sex and

45.3% agreed that a girl who refuses to have sex would probably lose her boyfriend.

Approximately a quarter of respondents (25.9%) agreed with the statement the most of
the people in their class were having sex whereas 64.7% disagreed. Interestingly, 70.8%
of respondents agreed that usually people do not plan to have sex, it just happens. This is
an extremely important finding and together with some of the other responses about
negotiation of condom use is perhaps at the root of the relatively low and inconsistent
levels of condom usage in this age group. Almost two-thirds of respondents 63.0%
agreed that a man would not refuse to have sex with a woman if she initiates it however a

substantial 29.0% disagreed with this statement.

14
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Gender analysis of the data shows interesting differences on some of these items. For
example, 29.8% of female respondents agreed that most of the people in their class were
having sex as opposed to 22.5% of the males — a difference of more than 7%. On the
other hand more males 74.4% felt that people do not plan to have sex - it just happens
than females (66.7%). Not surprisingly, female respondents were more likely to feel that
there was pressure on girls to have sex — 12.1% felt that a person must have sex to keep
their boyfriend/girlfriend as opposed to 8.5% of males; similarly 73.1% as opposed to
70.5% of males felt that boys often pressure girls to have sex and 21.2% as opposed to
17.6% of males felt that it was alright to demand sex from a boyfriend/girlfriend.
Consistently, larger proportions of females (46.2%) than males (44.4%) felt that a girl
who refuses to have sex will probably lose her boyfriend and that a man will not refuse to

have sex with a woman if she initiates it - 66.7% as against 59.9%.

The survey explored a number of issues related to condom usage with respondents with

closed ended responses ranging from “yes” through “probably yes”, “probably no” to

“no” with provisions for “don’t know”.

Box 5 —Respondents’ Attitudes to Condom Use

Yes/Probably Yes
Statement
Male Female

Condoms/rubbers only for men having sex with female prostitutes 145 13.2
Would feel less sexual pleasure if you used a condom 31.9 23.7
Would it be more difficult for male to ejaculate with a condom 26.1 23.7
Would male friends think badly of you if you carried condoms in 22.0 22.0
pocket/wallet
Think a girl is willing to have sex with someone she just met if she has 41.3 36.8
condoms with her
Would steady partner think you had sex with someone else if you 35.7 31.2
insisted on condom use
Would partner get angry if you insisted on condom use 25.1 24.5
Would partner refuse to have sex with you if you insisted on condom 22.7 18.0
use

15
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In response to the statement “condoms are only for men having sex with female
prostitutes” 70.0% responded “no” although a disturbingly large 8.1% said “yes” and
5.8% “probably yes”. When asked whether they would feel less sexual pleasure with a
condom, 28.0% of the respondents answered yes/probably yes as opposed to 26.2% who
said no/probably no while 44.7% did not know. There were similar responses on the
related item of whether it would be more difficult for a male to ejaculate with a condom —
25.0% answering yes/probably yes and 31.8% answering no/probably no with 42.4%
indicating that they did not know.

The majority of respondents (59.3%) answered no/probably no to whether their male
friends would think badly of them if they carried condoms in their pocket/wallet whereas
about a fifth (21.9%) answered yes/probably yes. Although nearly half (46.7%)
responded in the negative to the suggestion that a girl is willing to have sex with someone
she just met if she has condoms with her, a substantial 39.1% answered yes/probably yes.

The final three items in this section asked:

e Imagine that you insisted on using a condom/rubber the next time you had sex
with a steady partner. Would it lead the steady partner to think that you had had
sex with someone else?

e If you insisted on using condoms/rubbers, do you think a partner would get
angry?

e If you insisted on using a condom/rubber, do you think a partner would refuse to
have sex with you?

These are important scenarios related to the negotiation of condom usage that has
consistently been shown to be a major issue for concern in the response to HIV/AIDS and
the findings confirm the challenges posed by these issues: 33.5% felt that their partner
would think they had had sex with someone else if they insisted on condom use; 24.8%
felt that their partner would get angry if they insisted on condom use; and 20.5% felt that
their partner would refuse to have sex with them if they insisted on using a condom.

Given that approximately one-quarter of respondents answered “don’t know” on these

16
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items, these responses translate into 46.9%, 31.4% and 27.7% respectively of those
persons offering definitive responses.

Gender analysis shows the greatest difference in response on the item which asked
whether the respondent would feel less sexual pleasure with a condom than without one —
almost a third of male respondents (31.9%) answered yes/probably yes as opposed to
23.7% of female respondents. Similarly, a larger proportion of males (26.1%) felt that it
would be more difficult to ejaculate with a condom than female respondents (23.7%).
There is a level of consistency in the attitudes in respect of condom usage by gender that
has important implications for interventions with this age group — more males felt that a
girl is willing to have sex with someone she just me if she has condoms with her (41.3%
vs. 36.8%); that a steady partner would think they had sex with someone else if they
insisted on condom use (35.7% vs. 31.2%); and that their partner would refuse to have
sex with them if they insisted on condom use.

Attitudes to People Living with HIV/AIDS

Whereas two-thirds of respondents (67.1%) of respondents indicated that they did not
personally know anyone who is HIV positive, 15.1% said that they did and 13.3% were
not sure. Importantly, almost one-third (30.6%) said that they personally knew someone
who had died from AIDS - a figure that carries important implications for developing

initiatives for the sensitisation of this age group.

When asked whether a student who has HIV should be allowed to attend school at all,
56.2% indicated that the student should be, with 17.0% saying “no” and 20.8% unsure.
Encouragingly, 63.7% of respondents indicated that if a relative became sick with the
AIDS virus they would take care of that relative with only 9.0% answering in the
negative. On the other hand, whereas 45.5% agreed that if a teacher has the AIDS virus
but was not sick he/she should be allowed to continue teaching in school, 25.0% felt that
teacher should not be allowed to continue teaching and 22.9% were unsure. When asked

about a shopkeeper or food seller who had the AIDS virus only 10.4% would continue

17
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buying food from them whereas 58.7% indicated that they would not and 23.3% were not

sure.

It is clear that the issues of stigma and discrimination remain important in Barbados for
when respondents were asked whether they would want the infection of a family member
with the AIDS virus to remain a secret 50.6% said “yes” as opposed to 18.9% who said
“no” and 22.0% who were unsure. Encouragingly, however, an aggregated 56.2% of
respondents said that if a classmate became infected they would either behave the same
way towards them (29.6%) or get closer and provide emotional support (29.6%). Only
10.5% said that they would be cautious and not get too close for fear of infection and

24.3% were unsure as to their response.

The majority of respondents (71.8%) indicated that they knew where they could get an
HIV test although 18.2% did not know and 6.0% were unsure. When asked whether they
would tell anyone if their blood test was positive for HIV, 46.1% indicated that they
would whereas 21.7% would not and 24.7% were unsure. Most of those who would tell
someone naturally identified their parent (69.5%) and their partner (52.4%). Smaller
proportions said they would tell some other family member (30.4%), a health care worker
(21.6%), a friend (19.4%) or a teacher/counsellor at school (13.7%).

The survey sought to determine the level of involvement of respondents in substance
abuse and 62.3% indicated that they had drunk alcohol and 11.9% had used illegal drugs.
Very small proportions indicated continuing drug usage: 6.9% rarely, 1.3% two or three
times a month, 1.1% two or three times a week and 1.4% indicated that they used drugs
every day while 29.0% were non-responsive. Whereas gender analysis reveals that
relatively even proportions of males (62.8%) and females (61.8%) had drunk alcohol, it
showed a substantially larger proportion of female respondents (14.5%) than male

respondents (9.7%) admitting to having used illegal drugs.

When asked directly “do you think you can get AIDS” almost half of respondents 49.2%
said “yes” whereas 19.7% said “no” and 29.4% said they did not know. An aggregated

18
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62.2% indicated that they were either very worried (29.9%) or somewhat worried (32.3%
that they might get AIDS whereas 36.1% indicated that they were not at all worried. Just
over half of the female respondents (50.3%) responded “yes” to the question “Do you
think you can get AIDS?” as compared with 48.1% of males. Gender analysis did not
reveal any substantial differences on the level of worry about getting AIDS although
37.7% of males indicated that they were not at all worried as compared with 34.4% of

females.

Respondents were then asked to choose from a range of options the ways by which they
would protect themselves from getting infected: consistent condom usage (79.7%),
requiring partner to take a blood test (74.1%), having a single sex partner (67.2%)
abstinence (64.2%) and avoiding sex workers (53.2%) were identified by more than half
the respondents. Smaller proportions of respondents identified the other options: limit
number of sex partners (42.8%), have sex with a virgin (32.9%) and non-penetrative sex
(19.7%).

Respondents were asked whether they had ever discussed HIV/AIDS with anyone and
although 59.8% responded positively, the 29.7% that said “no” constitutes some cause for

concern, especially given the extreme vulnerability of the respondent population.

Only small proportions of respondents considered AIDS a problem only for homosexuals
and drug addicts — 10.4% saying “yes” and 4.6% “probably yes” whereas 70.0%
disagreed and 11.3% said they did not know. Another positive finding was that an
aggregated two-thirds of respondents agreed that a person’s chances of getting AIDS
were influenced by the number of sexual partners they had — 48.5% saying “yes” and

17.5% “probably yes”.
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Persons with whom Respondent Discussed HIV/AIDS

Response Frequency Percentage
Partner 127 22.0
Parent 282 48.8
Friends 263 45.5
Teacher/school counselor 150 26.0
Other household members 81 14.0
Health professionals 76 13.1
Relatives outside the household 63 10.9
Other 13 2.2
Not sure/can’t remember 51 8.8
No Answer 38 6.6

Risk Taking Behaviours and Sexual Practice

When asked directly about their sexual practices 21.6% of respondents indicated that they
had had vaginal sex, 10.2% oral sex and 2.5% anal sex. There was a high no response

rate in respect of age at first intercourse (56.8%) and 8.0% were unsure.

Of the other respondents 4.6% had had sex before age ten, 2.8% at ten, 4.1% at eleven,
4.1% at twelve, 4.8% at thirteen, 7.8% at fourteen, 5.5% at fifteen and 1.4% at sixteen.
Analysis by gender shows that for males 22.2% had had vaginal sex, 10.9% oral sex and
3.9% anal sex as compared with 21.0%, 9.4% and 1.1% respectively for females. The
data also show that for those persons indicating that they had had sex, the mean age of
first sex was 12.3 for all respondents and specifically 12.7 for girls and 12.0 for boys.
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Figure 6: Sexual Activity of Respondents

H Male
O Female

Percent

Ever had vaginal sex Ever had oral sex Ever had anal sex  Sex in last four months

Response

Respondents were then asked a number of questions about their sexual activity in the past
four months to which 13.6% indicated that they had had intercourse with 11.9%
indicating definitively that they had had vaginal sex, 6.2% oral sex and 2.8% anal sex.
Of those persons who responded to the question as to the number of sex partners in the
last month 60.6% had had a single partner, however one respondent indicated as many as

10 and another 15 sexual partners in that time period.

The survey findings confirm the continuing concern about inconsistent condom usage: of
those persons having sex with their girlfriend over the preceding four months only 37.0%
used a condom every time whereas 37.0% never used a condom, 17.4% a few times,
2.2% half the time and 6.5% most times. The picture is quite similar for persons having
sex with their boyfriend over the preceding four months: with less than one-third 31.3%
using a condom every time whereas 37.3% never used a condom, 13.7% a few times,
3.9% half the time and 13.7% most times. Of even greater concern is the response of
those who had had sex with “a friend” in the past four months: 30.0% used a condom
every time but 45.0% never used one, 5.0% a few times, 5.0% half the time and 15.0%
most times.

None of the respondents indicated that they had had sex with a sex worker in the
preceding four months however six respondents admitted having sex with an unknown

person (the circumstances of the sex were not probed) of whom only two used a condom.
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When asked whether they had used a condom the last time they had sex 56.9% indicated
that they had leaving a substantial 43.1% who had not. Of those who had used a condom,
74.5% cited as a rationale their own concern to prevent pregnancy, 63.3% their concern
to prevent an STD/HIV and 18.3% said that their partner insisted or that it was the
partner’s choice.

Of those persons who had not used a condom the most frequently cited responses were
that they had had sex with their regular partner (28.5%); that condoms were too
uncomfortable (27.0%); and that they were unable to get condoms (25.4%). Smaller
proportions of respondents indicated that they had had sex with someone who was not a
sex worker (9.5%); that their partner did not want to (4.8%); that it was too embarrassing
to use condoms (3.2%) or other reasons such as there was no time to look for one or they

were afraid to ask their partner.

On the important issue of substance abuse and sexual activity 86.5% responded
negatively but 9.9% had had been using alcohol or drugs the last time they had sex and

3.5% could not remember.

A number of hypothetical situations were put to respondents concerning condom use and
the negotiation of sexual situations with respondents being asked to indicate their level of
confidence in taking a particular course of action. On the first item respondents were
asked to indicate how confident they were that they could refuse to have sex if their
partner really wanted to but they were unwilling. An aggregated 67.6% felt either very
confident (51.1%) or confident (16.5%) that they could refuse whereas 13.2% were

somewhat confident, 12.6% not at all confident and 6.6% were non-responsive.

Respondents were then asked to respond to a scenario where they knew that a prospective
sexual partner had been sexually active with other persons and were asked their level of
confidence in asking the partner to take an HIV test. An aggregated 71.3% felt either
very confident (53.2%) or confident (18.0%) whereas 10.4% were somewhat confident,
11.2% not at all confident and 7.1% did not respond.
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Respondents were asked about their level of confidence in going to buy condoms to
which an aggregated 61.8% indicated that they were either very confident (43.7%) or
confident (18.0%) whereas 16.4% were somewhat confident, 14.6% were not at all
confident and 7.2% were non-responsive. Respondents were then asked how confident
they were that they could ask a new partner to use a condom if that person wanted to have
sex without using a condom. More than three-quarters of respondents felt either very
confident (56.2%) or confident (20.2%) that they could ask their partner to use a condom
with smaller proportions indicating that they were somewhat confident (7.4%) or not at
all confident (8.3%).

The scenario where a partner does not like condoms but the respondent did not want to
have sex any more without a condom was put to the respondents and they were asked
how confident they were that they could refuse. An aggregated 67.1% felt either very
confident (49.9%) or confident (17.2%) that they could refuse whereas 11.8% were

somewhat confident and 11.7% were not at all confident.

Respondents were then asked whether they were confident that they could refuse to have
sex with a new sexual partner. An aggregated 68.7% of respondents were very confident
(48.2%) or confident (20.5%) that they could refuse whereas 11.8% were somewhat

confident and 11.7% were not at all confident.

It must be a matter of some concern that more than one third of respondents (39.1%) had
never talked to their parent/guardian about AIDS. Just over half (52.0%) indicated that
they had spoken to their parent/guardian and 8.9% did not respond. These findings
almost perfectly mirror the responses to the query regarding whether they had ever talked
to their parent about sex with 39.0% saying “no”, 50.2% saying “yes” and 10.2% not

responding.
Respondents were asked to indicate how comfortable they were talking to their

parents/guardians about sex and about AIDS. Not unexpectedly respondents were
generally more comfortable talking about AIDS than about sex for whereas an aggregated
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57.7% felt very comfortable (41.6%) or somewhat comfortable (16.1%) talking about
AIDS the corresponding figures for talking about sex showed an aggregated 44.7% felt
very comfortable (28.5%) or somewhat comfortable (16.3%). On the other hand,
whereas 37.3% were either somewhat uncomfortable (22.4%) or very uncomfortable
(18.0%) talking about sex the corresponding figures for talking about HIVV/AIDS showed
23.1% feeling somewhat uncomfortable (9.1%) or very uncomfortable (19.2%).

When asked to rate the level of risk of most of their close friends for catching HIV 40.7%
of respondents said there was either no risk (13.7%) or low risk (26.9%) as opposed to
34.0% who felt that the risk was medium (15.8%) or high (18.2%) with 25.4% being non-
responsive. When asked to rate their own risk of infection 59% said that there was no
risk (28.1%) or low risk (30.9%) whereas 17.9% felt that their risk was medium (7.9%)
or high (10.0%) with 23.1% being non-responsive.

CONCLUSION

This survey provides a critical empirical base in respect of the knowledge, attitudes and
behaviour of the secondary school population in respect of HIV/AIDS. All of the
available information regarding the age distribution of the disease as well as
extrapolations of age of infection suggests this group as an extremely vulnerable
population. However, there are two other, perhaps even more compelling reasons for
understanding the dynamics of knowledge, attitudes and behaviour in this population and
determining appropriate modes of intervention: First of all, it is generally within the age
grouping represented in the survey that heightened awareness and exploration of
sexuality takes place. Secondly, this represents perhaps the final opportunity for
intervention with these young people as a “captive group” in an environment whose very

raison d’etre is education and the development of life skills.

In respect of family the survey demonstrates clearly the continuing matrifocality of the

Barbadian household structure and the limited level of interaction between adolescents
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and their parents/guardians on matters related to sexuality and HIVV/AIDS. Mothers were
present in 86% of the households of respondents but fathers were present only in 41%.
Only half of the respondents had talked to their parents/guardians about AIDS and about
sex and only 45% felt comfortable talking to their parents/guardians about sex. One clear
implication of this is the critical role of other significant adults in the lives of children and
young people in providing information and a forum for discussion on matters of sexuality
and HIV/AIDS. This is borne out by the fact that whereas 74% of respondents indicated
the school as one of their top sources of information about AIDS only 31% identified

parents as a main source.

The survey indicates relatively sound knowledge among the secondary school population
regarding HIV/AIDS as related to prevention — knowledge about the sexual mode of
transmission, about mother-to-child transmission and that “healthy looking” people could
be HIV positive and pass on the virus was accurate among upwards of 85% of the
respondent population. There still remain issues on which the level of knowledge was
considerably below what would be expected and desirable among a population that is
already (or becoming) sexually active. For example only 80% agreed with the statements
that “condoms reduce the risk of getting the AIDS virus” and that “ a person can get the
AIDS virus even if they had sex just once without a condom”. Of even greater concern is
the fact that just 69% agreed that “you can get HIV by having anal sex without a

condom”.

It is also clear that some work still needs to be done in respect of some of the persistent
myths surrounding the disease: Almost 10% of the respondents felt that people who have
the AIDS virus show signs of being sick right away and another 15% did not know;
almost 20% held onto the “mosquito” mode of transmission; 10% felt that only people
who have sex with gay people get AIDS while another 14% did not know; and only 70%
identified as false the suggestion that birth control pills protect a woman from HIV
infection.

Similarly, whereas knowledge about modes of HIV infection was generally good more
than half failed to identify breast milk, 12% blood transfusions, 30 % unclean medical
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equipment, 30% pregnancy and childbirth and 12% contact with the blood of an infected
person as modes of transmission while on the other hand 14% identified casual contact
with an infected person as a mode of transmission. These findings point to the need for
caution in the development of HIV education messages in the sense that the gaps appear
to coincide precisely with those issues that have been least stressed in the public
education programme. The need for care and balance in the development and
dissemination of public education programmes is perhaps no clearer than in the fact that
almost 30% of respondents indicated that they had not heard of other sexually transmitted
diseases besides HIV/AIDS. This finding raises the important question as to whether
other important information relating the sexual behaviour is being “lost” in the
information blitz on HIVV/AIDS.

The survey points to the continuing importance of negotiation of sex and highlights
important gender differences in attitudes towards sexual issues as well as on the
important issue of condom usage. It is clear that the inter-generational socialisation
process has resulted in similar attitudes and values on these issues as among the adult
population and hence the challenges of increasing the negotiation power of females in
sexual relationships, reducing gender differentials on attitudes to condom usage and
taking responsibility for one’s own sexual health emerge as pivotal points for further

intervention among the respondent population.

Although there is no immediately available baseline against which to compare, anecdotal
evidence and the findings from the survey suggest a softening of the level of stigma and
discrimination among this segment of the population as personal experience of the
disease increases. Almost one third of respondents personally knew someone who had
died from AIDS and 15% reported knowing someone who is HIV positive. It is
somewhat refreshing that more than half the respondents felt that a student should be
allowed to attend school if they had HIV (only 17% said an outright “no”) and almost
two-thirds would take care of a relative if they became sick with AIDS. Similarly almost
half the respondents felt that if a teacher had the AIDS virus but was not sick then he/she
should be allowed to continue teaching in school as against a quarter who disagreed. In
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similar vein only 10% of respondents reported that they would be cautious and not get
too close to an HIV infected classmate out of fear of infection whereas most of the other
respondents indicated that they would continue to behave as usual or even offer greater

support.

Much has been made of the perceived feelings of invincibility among young people and
adolescents, however almost half the respondents felt that they could get AIDS and about
two-thirds indicated that they were worried that they might get AIDS. What is quite
revealing is the identification by respondents of the various ways of protecting
themselves from getting HIVV/AIDS. Abstinence (64.2%) was identified by a smaller
proportion of respondents than consistent condom use (79.7%), requiring partner to take a
blood test (74.1%) and having a single sex partner (67.2%). In a sense this constitutes an
important reminder that whereas abstinence is an option for many young people in this
age group and should be promoted, the reality is that it is not an option for many others
and hence alternative modes of protection must be presented.

There was the anticipated relatively high level of “no response” on items related to sexual
activity however about one fifth of respondents admitted having had vaginal sex, about
one-tenth oral sex and 2.5% anal sex. What is clear however is that the historical pattern
of early initiation to sexual intercourse, multiple partners and inconsistent condom use
continue to be manifested in this survey. So whereas two-thirds of those admitting to sex
in the last four months had had only one partner a corresponding one-third had had more
than one. Similarly, only 43% of those who gave a direct response had used a condom
during their last sexual encounter and 10% had used alcohol or drugs the last time they

had sex.

Perhaps one of the most significant findings from the survey derives from the final item
where respondents were asked to assess their risk of contracting HIV. Fully 28%
asserted that they were at no risk of HIV infection and another 31% assessed their risk as
low. When counterposed with the pattern of knowledge gaps, limited negotiation skills

and power in sexual encounters, multiple sexual partners, low/inconsistent condom use
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and alcohol and drug abuse indicated in this survey the implications of this finding for
action by all concerned become almost frighteningly apparent.
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APPENDIX |
CIRCULAR TO PRINCIPALS

15" September, 2003

Re: Behavioural Surveillance Survey

Dr. Alok Kumar, Associate Lecturer in Paediatrics at the School of Clinical Medicine and
Research at the Cave Hill Campus, University of the West Indies, has been granted
permission to conduct a behavioural surveillance survey in secondary schools.

The Ministry of Education, Youth Affairs & Sports and the National HIV/AIDS
Commission support this study which is designed to gather information on HIV-related
knowledge, attitudes and risk-taking behaviours of students of secondary schools. This
information will guide the design of appropriate prevention programmes for this
vulnerable population group.

Your school has been selected to participate in the survey from 13" to 24™ October, 2003.

Your co-operation is anticipated to ensure the success of this study. You will be
contacted by the office of the Director of Youth Affairs to finalise arrangements.

W. Griffith-Watson (Mrs.)
Chief Education Officer
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APPENDIX |1
SAMPLING FRAME FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL BEHAVIOURAL
SURVEILLANCE SURVEY
1ST FORM 2ND FORM 3RD FORM 4™ FORM 5™ FORM
The Lodge School Combermere School | P.M.S.S The Alleyne School Harrison College
Industry High SDA SDA Industry High Springer Memorial
St. Lucy Secondary | Harrison College The Lester Vaughan | St. Winifred's Queen’s College
School
Alexandra School Garrison Secondary | Springer Memorial Christ Church St. George
Foundation Secondary
Queen’s College Belleville Grammar St. James The St. Michael Ellerslie Secondary
Secondary School
The St. Michael The Lester Vaughan | L.L.S.S Alma Parris P.M.S.S
School School Memorial
Springer Memorial St. Winifred's Coleridge & Parry G.AM.S St. Anthony’s High
School
P.M.S.S St. Anthony’s High Alexandra School St. Leonard’'s Boys' | The Lodge School
Deighton Griffith Christ Church St. Anthony’s High Parkinson Memorial | Industry High
Secondary Foundation
Harrison College Industry High St. Leonard’s Boys' Garrison Secondary | St. Ursula’'s
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APPENDIX 111
PERMISSION LETTER TO PARENTS

September 25, 2003
Dear Parent

The Ministry of Education, Youth Affairs & Sports is conducting a Behavioural
Surveillance Survey among students of secondary school. The survey is designed to
determine the knowledge, attitudes and behaviour of children who attend secondary
schools in relation to HIV/AIDS. The information from the survey will be used to inform
the Ministry’s HIV/AIDS programmes in the school system. All information from the
survey will be kept in the strictest confidence and no names are used anywhere in the
survey.

The Ministry is requesting permission for your child/ward to participate in the survey.
Please detach the form and return it to the school with your decision.

Your cooperation is appreciated.

Yours faithfully

damay Denny (Miss)
Chief Education Officer (Ag.)

Dear Principal

| [lgrant permission for my childiward .................. PR
[ ] do not grant name of chi

to participate in the Behavioural Surveillance Survey.

2003/ /

Signature Date:
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APPENDIX IV
QUESTIONNAIRE

Questionnaire NO..................

Questionnaire

Behavioural Surveillance Survey
Of children attending secondary schools in Barbados for their HIV
related Knowledge, Attitude, Practice and Risk Taking Behaviors.

Let’s talk before starting

This questionnaire asks questions related to knowledge, attitudes and
behaviour on sensitive issues such as HIV/AIDS and sexual experience.
The purpose is to help us understand Barbadian youth. Please provide
accurate answers.

Please remember:

Do not put your name on this form.

Your answers are private. We will not tell anyone what you write.
You are not being graded on this exercise.

Please take your time and answer carefully.

* & o o

Your answers are confidential and we do not need to know your name.
Giving honest information will help us plan appropriate projects for
Barbadian youth.

© ..... Thank you for your good cooperation ..... ©
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2.

SECTION A: SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND

SCHOOLL ..o

In the following questions PLEASE TICK (v') answer (s) that applies to you.

Q3.
Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

Q7.

How old were you at your last birthday? Age in completed years ( )
What is your sex? Female® ]
Male 2 []

What is your race or ethnic background?

Black/Afro-Caribbean !
White 2
Indian 3

Mixed *

OO

Other (Specify ) >

Where were you born?

Barbados .

L] O

Other Country (Specify )2

Who do you presently live with? With father and mother *
With mother only 2
With father only 3
With grandparents 4

With other relatives S

O Odoogd

Other °
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SECTION B: KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HIV/AIDS AS RELATED TO ITS
PREVENTION

Here are some questions about HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.
Q8. Please answer the questions on HIV, the virus that causes AIDS
by circling the correct response.

a) Have you ever heard of AIDS? Yes1 No2 No Responseg

b) | Is AIDS a fatal disease? Yes1 No2 Don’t Kn0W8
(Can someone die from AIDS?)

c) | Is there a cure for AIDS? Yes' | No? | Don’t Know®
(Can AIDS be cured by treatment?)

d)| Can a person get HIV from having | Yes' | No° | Don’t Know®

sexual intercourse?

e) | Can a person get HIV by working next | Yes' | No® | Don’t Know®
to a person who is HIV positive?

f) | Can an HIV infected pregnant woman | Yes' | No° | Don’t Know®
give HIV to her unborn baby?
g) | Can a healthy looking person be HIV | Yes' | No® | Don’t Know®

positive?

Please tick the correct response.

Q9.  Only people who look sick can spread the HIV (the AIDS virus).
True! [] False?’[]  Don’t Know® []

Q10. Condoms reduce the risk of getting the AIDS virus. (A condom is a
piece of rubber that fits over the penis.)

True' [] False?’[]  Don’t Know® []

Q11. A person can get the AIDS virus even if he or she has sexual intercourse
(putting a penis in a vagina) just one time without a condom.

True' [] False’[] Don’t Know® []

Q12. A person can get HIV by touching or hugging someone who is HIV
positive.
True' [] False?’[]  Don’t Know® []

Q13. Most people who have the AIDS virus show signs of being sick right

away.
True' [] False?’[] Don’t Know® []
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Q14. You can get HIV by having anal sex without a condom (By anal sex
we mean putting a penis in another person’s anus).

True! [] False?’[]  Don’t Know® []

Q15. You can get HIV by being bitten by a mosquito that has bitten
someone with the AIDS virus.

True [] False?’[]  Don’tKnow® []

Q16. Only people who have sexual intercourse with gay (homosexual)
people get AIDS.

True [] False?’[] Don’tKnow® []

Q17. You can get HIV (the AIDS virus) from kissing someone who is HIV
positive.
True [] False?’[]  Don’t Know® []

Q18. Birth control pills protect a woman from getting the AIDS virus.
True' [] False?’[]  Don’t Know® []

Q19. Please tick all the ways in which you believe a person can get infected
with HIV/AIDS.
a) Sexual Intercourse
b) Sharing Needles (Drug Use)
c) Unclean Medical Equipment
d) Blood Transfusions
e) During Pregnancy and Childbirth
f) Through Breast Milk
g) Contact with Blood of Infected Person

h) Contact with Infected Person’s Toothbrush/
Shaving Material

i) Casual Contact with Infected Person
(i.e. sharing food, cup, glass, handshake, hugging, clothes)

J) Other (Specify )

OO O dodoodn
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Q20.

Q21.

Q22.

Please tick all the ways by which people can protect themselves from
getting infected with HIV.
a) Abstain from Sex
b) Always use Condoms
c) Limit Number of Sex Partners
d) Have only one Sex Partner
e) Avoid Sex Workers (Prostitutes)
f) Have Sex with a Virgin

ODoodgoon

g) Require Partner to Take Blood Test

Have you ever heard of diseases other than HIVV/AIDS that can be
transmitted through sexual intercourse?

Yes! [] No® [

Please tick 3 places where you have learned the most about AIDS.
(If you have learned about AIDS from 1 or 2 places, just tick those places)

a) School
b) Television
¢) Radio

d) Doctors/Nurses

e) Church

f) Newspapers or magazines

g) Friends

h) Parents or adult relatives

1) Sisters, brothers or teenage relatives
J) Boyfriend/girlfriend

k) Pamphlets or flyers

1) Billboards
m) Other (Specify

oo dogdon

N—

You’re doing great! Full Speed Ahead!
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SECTION C: ATTITUDES RELEVANT TO HIV PREVENTION

The objective of the following questions is to find out your attitudes
towards sexual issues.

Q23. Please indicate whether you “Strongly agree”/ “Agree”/ Disagree/
“Strongly disagree” with the following statements.

Statements Strongly | Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree

a) Men need to have more than one sexual

partner, often at the same time.

b) My friends encourage me to have sex.

c) Most of the people in my class are having sex.

d) Usually people do not plan to have sex, it

just happens.

e) It is okay for a boyfriend to force his

girlfriend to have sex.

f) A person must have sex to keep their

boyfriend or girlfriend.

g) A girl who refuses to have sex will probably

lose her boyfriend.

h) Girls who carry condoms are not respected.

i) Itis alright to demand sex from a girlfriend

or boyfriend.

J) Itis okay for a girl to suggest condom use.

k) Boys often pressure girls to have sex.

) Women are interested in men who have

many sex partners.

m) A man will not refuse to have sex with a

woman if she initiates it.

n) A man can decide whether or not to use a

condom when he has sex.

0) A man who carries condoms is responsible.
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Q24. Do you think condoms/rubbers are only for men having sex with
female prostitutes?

Yes ' Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No *

Q25. Imagine that you used a condom/rubber the next time you had sex.
Would you feel less sexual pleasure than if you didn’t use one?

Yes?! Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No *

Q26. If you used a condom/rubber, would it be more difficult for you to
ejaculate or come than if you didn’t use one?

Yes 't Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No *

Q27. Imagine that you carried condoms/rubbers in your pocket or wallet.
Do you think that your male friends would think badly of you?

Yes 't Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No *

Q28. If a girl has condoms/rubbers with her, do you think she is willing to
have sex with someone she just met?

Yes ' Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No *

Q29. Imagine that you insisted on using a condom/rubber the next time
you had sex with a steady partner. Would it lead the steady partner to
think you had had sex with someone else?

Yes 't Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No *

Q30. If you insisted on using condoms/rubbers, do you think a partner
would get angry?

Yes ' Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No *

Q31. Ifyou insisted on using a condom/rubber, do you think a partner
would refuse to have sex with you?

Yes?! Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No *
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The objective of the following questions is to find out your attitudes
towards people living with HIVV/AIDS.

No. | Questions Responses
Q32. | Do you personally know anyone who is HIV | Yes 1
positive? No 2
Not sure 7
No answer 9
Q33. | Do you personally know anyone who died from | Yes 1
. | AIDS? No 2
Not sure 7
No answer 9
Q34. | If a student has HIV, should he or she be | Yes 1
. | allowed to attend school at all? No 2
Not sure 7
No answer 9
Q35. | If a relative of yours became sick with the AIDS | Yes 1
.| virus, would you take care of him or her? No 2
Not sure 7
No answer 9
Q36. | If a teacher has the AIDS virus but is not sick, | Yes 1
. | should he or she be allowed to continue | No 2
teaching in school? Not sure 7
No answer 9
Q37. | If you knew that a shopkeeper or food seller had | Yes 1
. | the AIDS virus, would you buy food from | No 2
them? Not sure 7
No answer 9
Q38. | If a member of your family got infected with the | Yes 1
. | AIDS virus, would you want it to remain a | No 2
secret? Not sure 7
No answer 9
If you knew a classmate was infected with the | Yes 1

Q39.

AIDS virus would you behave the same as usual
with them?

No, get closer
and give more
emotional
support

No, be cautious
and not get
close because
afraid of AIDS
infection

Not sure

No answer

\‘
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Q40. Do you know of a place | No 0
where you can get an Yes 1
HIV test? Not Sure 7

No Answer 9

Q41. If your blood test was No 0
positive for HIV (the Yes 1
virus that causes Not Sure 7
AIDS), would you tell No Answer 9
anyone the results?

Q42. In case your blood test Person Yes | No | Not No
was positive for HIV, | Sure | Answer
who would you Other family member
tell? Friend

Health Care Worker
(Select all that apply) Teacher/counsellor in
school

The following questions ask about alcohol and drug use. Please feel free
to answer questions honestly and do not worry about any negative
impact from answering. Do not forget, your responses are anonymous.

No Questions Coding Categories
Q43. | Have you ever drunk alcohol? Yes 1
No 2
(If no, go to Q. 45) No answer 9
Q44. | How often do you drink alcohol? Everyday 1
Two or three times a week 2
Two or three timesa month 3
Rarely 4
No answer 9
Q45. | Have you ever taken drugs? (Have you Yes 1
ever used marijuana, cocaine or crack?) No 2
No answer 9
(If no, go to Q. 47)
Q46. | How often do you take drugs? Everyday 1
Two or three times a week 2
Two or three times a month 3
Rarely 4
No answer 9
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The objective of the following questions is to find out your attitudes
towards the risk of getting HIV/AIDS.

Q47. | Do you think you can get AIDS? vest | No? | Don’t Know®
Q48.| Is there anything you can do to avoid | Yes' | No® | Don’t Know®
getting AIDS?
Q49. How worried are you that you might get AIDS?
Not at all worried * [ ] Very worried 3 []

Somewhat worried 2 [ ]

Q50. How will you protect yourself from getting infected with HIV/AIDS?

a) Abstain from sex

b) Non penetrative sex/thigh sex

c) Always use condoms

d) Limit number of sex partners

e) Have only one sex partner

f) Avoid sex workers (Prostitutes)

g) Have sex with a virgin

h) Require partner to take blood test

i) Other (Specify )
j) Don’t know

oo od

The objective of the following questions is to examine how you look at HIV/AIDS.

No Questions And Filters Coding Categories

Q51. | Have you ever discussed Yes 1
HIV/AIDS with anyone? No 2

Not sure 7

Q52. | Who have you discussed Partner 1
HIV/AIDS with? Parent 2

Friends 4

Teacher/school counselor 8

(Can choose more than one) Other household members 16

Health professionals 32

Relatives outside the household 64

Other (Specify) .....ccveeiiiiinnenn. 128

Not sure/can’t remember 0
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Q53. Do you think AIDS is a problem only for homosexuals and drug addicts?

Yes! Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No * Don’t Know ®

Q54. Inyour view, is a person’s chance of getting AIDS influenced by the
number of sexual partners he or she has?

Yes! Probably Yes 2 Probably No 3 No * Don’t Know ®

You’re almost done!

SECTION D: RISK TAKING BEHAVIOURS AND SEXUAL PRACTICE

The following questions relate to personal issues. Thank you in advance
for all answers in this section. Please remember that no one can link you
to the answers you provide. The objective of asking these questions is to
help develop appropriate projects for Barbadian youth.

The following are terms for different kinds of sexual intercourse.

Vaginal intercourse means that your partner puts his penis
in your vagina or you put your penis in your partner’s
vagina.

Oral sex means that your partner puts his/her mouth on your

genitals or you put your mouth on your partner’s.
Anal sex means that your partner puts his penis inside your
anus or you put your penis inside your partner’s anus.

From this point forward, if sexual intercourse is mentioned it
refers to any of the three (3) sexual practices described above.

Q55. Which of the following sexual practices have you experienced? Choose the box
“Yes” or “No” that is applicable.

Sexual Intercourse Yes No No Answer
Vaginal Intercourse 1 2 9
Oral Sex 1 2 9
Anal Sex 1 2 9

IF YOU HAVE UNDERTAKEN NONE OF THESE SEXUAL PRACTICES = SKIP TO QUESTION 67
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No

Questions

Coding Categories

Q56.

How old were you when you
first had sexual intercourse?

| had sexual intercourse when
| was years

7
Not sure
No answer o

-l

For this question, please only refer to
behaviour in the last 4 months.

>

No Questions Coding Categories
Q57.| In the last 4 months, have you | ves !
had sexual intercourse? No 2 (skip to question 64)
No answer
Q58. | In the last 4 months, how many times
times have you had vaginal sex? | Not sure *
No answer °
Q59.| In the last 4 months, how many times
times have you had oral sex? Not sure *
No answer °
Q60. | In the last 4 months, how many times
times have you had anal sex? Not sure
No answer °
Q61.| In the last 4 months, how many partners
sex partners have you had? Not sure
No answer °
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In the last 4 months, have you ever had sex with the following

partners? If so, how often did you use a condom?

Person e e A No Condom use in the last 4 months No
nswer Answer
Few | Halfthe | Most | Every
Never q A q .
times time times Time
Girlfriend 1 2 3 4
Boyfriend 1 1 2 3 4
Friend 1 2 9 1 2 3 4
Male/Female
sex workers 1 2 9 0 1 2 3 4 9
(Prostitutes)
Unknown 1] 2 9 0 1 2 3 4 9
person
No Questions Coding Categories Skip To
Q63.| The last time you had sex Yes 1 | If no, skip
with someone did you or No 2 | Q64
your partner use a condom? No answer 9
Q64.| What were the reasons you Own concern to prevent pregnancy 1
used a condom? Own concern to prevent STD/HIV 2
(select all that apply) Partner insisted/partner’s choice 4
Other (specify)..................
No answer 0
Q65. [ What were the reasons you Condoms are uncomfortable 1
did not use a condom? Embarrassing to use condoms 2
(select all that apply) Unable to get condoms 4
Had sex with partner who was
not a sex worker 8
Had sex with my regular partner 16
Partner did not want to 32
Other (specify) .......ccoeeenee 64
No answer 999
Q66. | The last time you had sex had | Yes 1
you been using alcohol or No 2
drugs? Don’t know/can’t
Remember 7
No answer 9
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The following questions describe imaginary/hypothetical situations.
Please read each situation and answer how confident you would be in
undertaking the stated action if you were in that situation. You can
respond “Very confident”/ “Confident”/ “Somewhat confident” or “Not
at all confident”.

| Your partner really wants to have sex
with you. If you didn’t want to have
sex with your partner, how confident
are you that you could refuse?

Q68

Your partner wants to have sex and
you know he/she has had other
partners. If you want to have sex,
how confident are you that you could
ask him/her to take an HIV test?

Q69

You and your partner decide that you
want to have sex. You have talked
about using condoms. If you wanted
to use a condom, how confident are
you that you could buy them?

Q0.

You are going with someone and you
like each other very much. Your
partner wants to have sex without a
condom. If you want to use a
condom, how confident are you that
you could ask him/her to use one?

Q7L

You’ve been having sex without
condoms. You have heard using a
condom is a good way to keep from
getting infected by HIV.  Your
partner doesn’t like condoms. If you
didn’t want to have sex anymore
without a condom, how confident are
you that you could refuse?

Q72.

You have recently broken up with
someone. You start to date someone
new who knows that you had sex
with your old partner and wants to
have sex with you. You have heard a
lot about HIV and you want to
rethink your sexual habits. If you
didn’t want to have sex with your
new partner, how confident are you
that you could refuse?
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These questions are about you and your parent (s) or the adult (s) you
live with.

Q73.

Q74.

Q75.

Q76.

Have you ever talked with you parent (s) or the adult (s) you live
with about AIDS?

Yes! [] No?2 [] NoAnswer®’ []

Have you ever talked with your parent (s) or the adult (s) you live
with about sex?

Yes' [] No? [] NoAnswer® []

How comfortable do you feel talking with your parent(s) or the
adult(s) you live with about sex?

1

very comfortable

2
somewhat comfortable

3

somewhat uncomfortable

4
very uncomfortable

Lot

How comfortable do you feel talking with your parent(s) or the
adult(s) you live with about AIDS?

1

very comfortable

2
somewhat comfortable

3

somewhat uncomfortable

4
very uncomfortable

HimIn

No

Questions Coding Categories

Q7.

What do you think is the level | No risk

of risk of most of your close | Low
friends for catching HIV (the | Medium
virus that causes AIDS)? High

No answer

Q78.

What do you think is your risk | No risk

of catching HIV infection? Low
Medium
High

No answer

@wNHomwl\)l—‘o

END OF SURVEY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION
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Table 1 — Schools

APPENDIX V
LIST OF TABLES

Schools Attending Frequency Percentage
Alexandra School 24 3.0
Alleyne School 25 3.2
Alma Parris Memorial 8 1.0
Coleridge & Parry School 13 1.7
Combermere School 14 1.8
Deighton Griffith Secondary 31 3.9
Ellerslie Secondary 30 3.8
Garrison Secondary 42 53
Grantley Adams Memorial 14 1.8
Harrison College 50 6.4
Parkinson Memorial 16 2.0
Princess Margaret Secondary 31 3.9
Queen’s College 36 4.6
Springer Memorial 63 8.0
St. George Secondary 17 2.2
St. James Secondary 15 1.9
St. Leonard’s Boys’ 34 4.3
St. Lucy Secondary 25 3.2
The St. Michael School 46 5.8
Lester Vaughan School 38 4.8
The Lodge School 44 5.6
Louis Lynch Secondary 24 3.0
Industry High 26 3.3
St. Anthony’s High 37 4.7
St. Ursula’s 16 2.0
SDA Secondary 68 8.6
Total 787 100.0
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Table 2 — Form Level of Respondents

Form Level Frequency Percentage
First Form 199 25.3
Second Form 107 13.6
Third Form 174 221
Fourth Form 141 17.9
Fifth Form 166 21.1
Total 787 100.0
Table 3 — Respondent Age Last Birthday
Age Last Birthday Frequency Percentage
8 1 0.1
9 2 0.3
10 33 4.2
11 120 15.2
12 129 16.4
13 147 18.7
14 97 12.3
15 124 15.8
16 75 9.5
17 22 2.8
18 3 0.4
Not Stated 34 4.3
Total 787 100.0
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Table 4 — Sex of Respondents

Sex Frequency Percentage

Male 414 52.6
Female 372 47.3
Not Stated 1 0.1
Total 787 100.0
Table 5 — Race/Ethnic Background

Race/Ethnic Background Frequency Percentage
Black 635 80.7
White 27 3.4
Indian 14 1.8
Mixed 102 13.0
Other 5 0.6
Not stated 4 0.5
Total 787 100.0
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Table 6 — Place of Birth

Place of Birth Frequency Percentage
USA 10 1.3
Barbados 684 86.9
Bermuda 1 0.1
Canada 8 1.0
Cayman Islands 1 0.1
UK 9 11
Germany 1 0.1
Ghana 1 0.1
Grenada 2 0.3
Guyana 26 3.3
Jamaica 3 0.4
Martinique 2 0.3
St. Lucia 4 0.5
St. Vincent 10 1.3
Trinidad 1 0.1
Venezuela 2 0.3
Not stated 2 0.3
Total 787 100.0
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Table 7 — Household Composition

Household Composition Frequency Percentage
Mother 678 86.1
Father 322 40.9
Stepmother 15 1.9
Stepfather 76 9.7
Grandparents 140 17.8
No Response 15 1.9

Table 8 — General Knowledge about HIV

Statements Yes No DK! | N/Resp.? | Total
Have you ever heard of AIDS? 97.5 0.9 - 1.7 100.0
Is AIDS a fatal disease? 95.3 1.9 1.9 0.9 100.0
Is there a cure for AIDS? 5.3 80.2 135 1.0 100.0
Can a person get HIV from 94.4 2.3 24 0.9 100.0
having sexual intercourse?
Can a person get HIV by working 2.7 93.1 3.4 0.8 100.0
next to a person who is HIV
positive?
Can an HIV infected pregnant 89.7 2.9 6.6 0.8 100.0
woman give HIV to her unborn
baby?
Can a healthy looking person be 86.1 5.0 8.0 0.9 100.0
HIV positive?

Key: ! DK - Don’t Know 2 N/Resp. — No Response
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Table 9 — “Only people who look sick can spread HIV.”

Response Frequency Percentage
True 35 4.4
False 681 86.5
Don’t Know 71 9.0
Total 787 100.0

Table 10 — “Condoms reduce the risk of getting the AIDS virus.”

Response Frequency Percentage
True 636 80.8
False 97 12.3
Don’t Know 53 6.7
No Response 1 0.1
Total 787 100.0

Table 11 - “A person can get the AIDS virus even if he or she has sexual intercourse

just one time without a condom.”

Response Frequency Percentage
True 636 80.8
False 48 6.1
Don’t Know 101 12.8
No Response 2 0.3
Total 787 100.0
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Table 12 — “A person can get HIV by touching or hugging someone who is HIV

positive.”

Response Frequency Percentage
True 17 2.2
False 750 95.3
Don’t Know 19 2.4
No Response 1 0.1
Total 787 100.0

Table 13 — “Most people who have the AIDS virus show signs of being sick right

away.”

Response Frequency Percentage
True 73 9.3
False 595 75.6
Don’t Know 119 151
Total 787 100.0

Table 14 — “You can get HIV by having anal sex without a condom.”

Response Frequency Percentage
True 540 68.6
False 43 55
Don’t Know 201 25.5
No Response 3 0.4
Total 787 100.0
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Table 15 - “You can get HIV by being bitten by a mosquito that has bitten someone

with the AIDS virus.”

Response Frequency Percentage
True 140 17.8
False 435 55.3
Don’t Know 207 26.3
No Response 5 0.6
Total 787 100.0

Table 16 — “Only people who have sexual intercourse with gay people get AIDS.”

Response Frequency Percentage
True 80 10.2
False 590 75.0
Don’t Know 112 14.2
No Response 5 0.6
Total 787 100.0

Table 17 — “You can get HIV from kissing someone who is HIV positive.”

Response Frequency Percentage
True 197 25.0
False 447 56.8
Don’t Know 138 175
No Response 5 0.6
Total 787 100.0
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Table 18 — “Birth control pills protect a woman from getting the AIDS virus.”

Response Frequency Percentage

True 48 6.1
False 552 70.1
Don’t Know 182 23.1
No Response 5 0.6
Total 787 100.0
Table 19 — Modes of HIV Infection

Modes of HIV Infection Yes No N/Resp.! Total
Sexual Intercourse 96.8 2.9 0.3 100.0
Sharing Needles 93.3 6.5 0.3 100.0
Unclean Medical Equipment 69.3 30.5 0.3 100.0
Blood Transfusions 87.7 12.1 0.3 100.0
During Pregnancy & Childbirth 69.8 30.0 0.3 100.0
Through Breast Milk 49.2 50.6 0.3 100.0
Contact with Blood of Infected Person 88.2 11.6 0.3 100.0
Contact with Infected Person’s 38.9 60.9 0.3 100.0
Toothbrush/Shaving Material
Casual Contact with Infected Person 13.5 86.3 0.3 100.0

Key: ! N/Resp. — No Response
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Table 20 — Methods of Protection from HIV Infection

Methods of Protection Yes No N/Resp.! Total
Abstain from Sex 82.1 17.4 0.5 100.0
Always use Condoms 87.3 12.2 0.5 100.0
Limit Number of Sex Partners 55.8 43.7 0.5 100.0
Have only one Sex Partner 77.8 21.7 0.5 100.0
Avoid Sex Workers 71.0 28.5 0.5 100.0
Have Sex with a Virgin 39.6 59.8 0.5 100.0
Require Partner to take Blood Test 90.3 9.1 0.5 100.0

Key: ! N/Resp. — No Response

Table 21 — Heard of other Sexually Transmitted Diseases besides HIV/AIDS

Heard of Other STDs Frequency Percentage
Yes 536 68.1
No 231 29.4
No Response 20 2.5
Total 787 100.0
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Table 22 — Top Sources of Information about AIDS

Sources of Information Yes No N/Resp. Total
School 74.2 25.4 0.4 100.0
Television 77.1 22.5 0.4 100.0
Radio 28.8 70.8 0.4 100.0
Doctors/Nurses 28.3 71.3 0.4 100.0
Church 8.6 91.0 0.4 100.0
Newspapers or Magazines 22.2 77.4 0.4 100.0
Friends 125 87.2 0.4 100.0
Parents or Adult Relatives 31.4 68.2 0.4 100.0
Sisters, brothers or teenage relatives 6.9 92.8 0.4 100.0
Boyfriend/Girlfriend 8.4 91.2 0.4 100.0
Pamphlets or flyers 14.1 85.5 0.4 100.0
Billboards 8.3 91.4 0.4 100.0

Key: ! N/Resp. — No Response
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Table 23 — Attitudes towards Sexual Issues

Statements S/A! D* | s*| NanS | TO®
%

Men need to have more than one | 3.7 5.1 22.9 66.8 1.5 100.0

sexual partner, often at the same time.

My friends encourage me to have sex. | 5.5 10.2 39.4 42.4 2.5 100.0

Most of the people in my class are | 9.5 16.4 36.7 28.0 9.4 100.0

having sex.

Usually people do not plan to have | 22.6 | 48.2 16.4 9.0 3.8 100.0

sex, it just happens.

It is okay for a boyfriend to force his | 3.9 3.9 23.6 65.8 2.7 100.0

girlfriend to have sex

A person must have sex to keep their | 3.9 6.2 28.6 58.2 3.0 100.0

boyfriend or girlfriend.

A girl who refuses to have sex will | 13.0 | 32.3 31.4 18.9 4.4 100.0

probably lose her boyfriend.

Girls who carry condoms are not| 9.9 19.3 35.7 27.6 7.5 100.0

respected.

It is alright to demand sex from a| 6.7 12.6 31.8 42.7 6.2 100.0

girlfriend or boyfriend.

It is okay for a girl to suggest condom | 61.8 25.8 51 3.2 4.2 100.0

use.

Boys often pressure girls to have sex. | 33.7 | 38.1 13.0 8.5 6.7 100.0

Women are interested in men who | 6.2 12.7 29.5 46.1 9.5 100.0

have many sex partners.

A man will not refuse to have sex | 26.9 | 36.1 17.4 11.6 8.0 100.0

with a woman if she initiates it.

A man can decide whether or not to | 18.4 | 31.9 19.3 249 9.5 100.0

use a condom when he has sex.

A man who carries condoms is| 56.2 | 28.7 6.2 5.0 3.9 100.0

responsible.

Key: ! S/A — Strongly Agree “A- Agree *D- Disagree

4 S/D - Strongly Disagree

> N/Ans. — No Answer
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Table 24 — Condoms/Rubbers are only for Men having sex with Prostitutes

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 64 8.1
Probably Yes 46 5.8
Probably No 46 5.8
No 551 70.0
Don’t Know 78 9.9
No Response 2 0.3
Total 787 100.0

Table 25 — Feel less Sexual Pleasure than if you did not use Condom?

Response Frequency Percentage

Yes 116 14.7
Probably Yes 105 13.3
Probably No 58 7.4

No 148 18.8
Don’t Know 352 44.7
No Response 8 1.0

Total 787 100.0

59




Report on the Secondary School Behavioural Surveillance Survey 2003/2004

Table 26 — More Difficult for male to ejaculate/come than if he didn’t use condom

Response Frequency Percentage

Yes 87 111
Probably Yes 109 13.9
Probably No 74 9.4

No 176 22.4
Don’t Know 334 42.4
No Response 7 0.9

Total 787 100.0

Table 27 — Male Friends would think badly of you if you carried condoms/rubbers
in pocket or wallet

Response Frequency Percentage

Yes 79 10.0
Probably Yes 94 11.9
Probably No 97 12.3
No 370 47.0
Don’t Know 142 18.0
No Response 5 0.6

Total 787 100.0
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Table 28 — Girl willing to have sex with someone she just met if she has

condoms/rubbers with her?

Response Frequency Percentage

Yes 131 16.6
Probably Yes 177 225
Probably No 110 14.0
No 257 32.7
Don’t Know 107 13.6
No Response 5 0.6

Total 787 100.0

Table 29 — Would steady partner think you had sex with someone else if you insisted

on using condom/rubber next time you had sex with steady partner

Response Frequency Percentage

Yes 93 11.8
Probably Yes 171 21.7
Probably No 94 11.9
No 205 26.0
Don’t Know 217 27.6
No Response 7 0.9

Total 787 100.0
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Table 30 — Partners would get angry if you insisted on using condoms/rubbers

Response Frequency Percentage

Yes 63 8.0

Probably Yes 132 16.8
Probably No 122 155
No 304 38.6
Don’t Know 160 20.3
No Response 6 0.8

Total 787 100.0

Table 31- Partner would refuse to have sex with you if you insisted on using

condoms/rubbers
Response Frequency Percentage

Yes 55 7.0
Probably Yes 106 135
Probably No 104 13.2

No 316 40.2
Don’t Know 200 25.4
No Response 6 0.8
Total 787 100.0
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Table 32 — Personally know anyone who is HIV positive

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 119 15.1
No 528 67.1
Not Sure 105 13.3
No Answer 35 4.4
Total 787 100.0
Table 33 - Personally know anyone who died from AIDS

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 241 30.6
No 461 58.6
Not Sure 52 6.6
No Answer 33 4.2
Total 787 100.0

Table 34 — Should student be allowed to attend school if he/she has HIV

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 442 56.2
No 134 17.0
Not Sure 164 20.8
No Answer 47 6.0
Total 787 100.0
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Table 35 — If a relative of yours became sick with AIDS, would you take care of

him/her

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 501 63.7
No 71 9.0
Not Sure 172 21.9
No Answer 43 5.5
Total 787 100.0

Table 36 — If a teacher has the AIDS virus but is not sick, should he/she be allowed

to continue teaching in school

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 358 45.5
No 197 25.0
Not Sure 180 22.9
No Answer 52 6.6
Total 787 100.0

Table 37 — If you knew that a shopkeeper or food seller had the AIDS virus, would

you buy food from them?

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 82 10.4
No 462 58.7
Not Sure 183 23.3
No Answer 60 7.6
Total 787 100.0
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Table 38 — If a member of your family got infected with the AIDS virus, would you

want it to remain a secret

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 398 50.6
No 149 18.9
Not Sure 173 22.0
No Answer 67 8.5
Total 787 100.0

Table 39 — If you knew a classmate was infected with the AIDS virus, would you

behave the same as usual with them

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 233 29.6
No, get closer & give more 209 26.6
emotional support
No, be cautious & not get 83 10.5
close because of fear of AIDS
Not Sure 191 24.3
No Answer 71 9.0
Total 787 100.0
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Table 40 — Knowledge of Place where you can get HIV Test

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 565 71.8
No 143 18.2
Not Sure 47 6.0
No Answer 32 4.1
Total 787 100.0

Table 41 — If your blood test was positive for HIV, would you tell anyone the results?

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 363 46.1
No 171 21.7
Not Sure 194 24.7
No Answer 59 7.5
Total 787 100.0

Table 42 — If blood test was positive for HIV, who would you tell?

Response Yes No NS* N/Ans. | Total
Partner 52.4 5.0 5.1 37.6 100.0
Parent 69.5 2.5 3.9 24.0 100.0
Other Family Member 30.4 7.0 94 53.2 100.0
Friend 19.4 8.6 12.3 59.6 100.0
Health Care Worker 21.6 6.4 7.8 64.3 100.0
Teacher/Counsellor in school 13.7 10.9 9.3 66.1 100.0
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Table 43 — Have you ever drunk alcohol

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 490 62.3
No 239 30.4
No Answer 58 7.4
Total 787 100.0
Table 44 — Frequency of Alcohol Consumption

Response Frequency Percentage
Not Applicable 220 28.0
Everyday 13 1.7
Two or three times a week 21 2.7
Two or three times a month 62 7.9
Rarely 312 39.6
No answer 159 20.2
Total 787 100.0
Table 45 — Have you taken drugs

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 94 11.9
No 600 76.2
No Answer 93 11.8
Total 787 100.0
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Table 46 — Frequency of Drug Use

Response Frequency Percentage
Not Applicable 475 60.4
Everyday 11 1.4
Two or three times a week 9 1.1
Two or three times a month 10 1.3
Rarely 54 6.9
No answer 228 29.0
Total 787 100.0
Table 47 — Do you think you can get AIDS?

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 387 49.2
No 155 19.7
Don’t Know 231 29.4
No Answer 14 1.8
Total 787 100.0
Table 48 — Is there anything you can do to avoid getting AIDS?

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 659 83.7
No 33 4.2
Don’t Know 78 9.9
No Answer 17 2.2
Total 787 100.0
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Tables 49 — How worried are you that you might get AIDS?

Response Frequency Percentage
Not at all worried 284 36.1
Somewhat worried 254 32.3
Very worried 235 29.9
No Answer 14 1.8
Total 787 100.0

Table 50 — Methods of Protecting yourself from getting HIV/AIDS

Methods of Protection Yes No N/Ans.* Total
Abstain from Sex 64.2 32.8 3.0 100.0
Non Penetrative sex/Thigh sex 19.7 77.5 2.8 100.0
Always use Condoms 79.7 175 2.8 100.0
Limit Number of Sex Partners 42.8 54.4 2.8 100.0
Have only one Sex Partner 67.2 30.1 2.7 100.0
Avoid Sex Workers 53.2 44.0 2.8 100.0
Have Sex with a Virgin 32.9 64.3 2.8 100.0
Require Partner to take Blood Test 74.1 23.1 2.8 100.0
Other 5.0 92.2 2.8 100.0
Don’t Know 7.8 89.5 21.8 100.0
Key: 'N/Ans. - No Answer
Table 51 — Ever discussed HIV/AIDS with anyone

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 471 59.8
No 234 29.7
Don’t Know 53 6.7
No Answer 29 3.7
Total 787 100.0
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Table 52 — Who have you discussed HIV/AIDS with?

Response Frequency Percentage
Partner 127 22.0
Parent 282 48.8
Friends 263 45.5
Teacher/school counselor 150 26.0
Other household members 81 14.0
Health professionals 76 13.1
Relatives outside the household 63 10.9
Other 13 2.2
Not sure/can’t remember 51 8.8
No Answer 38 6.6

Table 53 — Do you think AIDS is a problem only for homosexuals and drug addicts?

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 82 10.4
Probably Yes 36 4.6
Probably No 25 3.2
No 551 70.0
Don’t Know 89 11.3
No Response 4 0.5
Total 787 100.0
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Table 54 — Person’s chance of getting AIDS influenced by number of sexual

partners he or she has

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 382 48.5
Probably Yes 135 17.2
Probably No 20 2.5
No 77 9.8
Don’t Know 164 20.8
No Response 9 11
Total 787 100.0

Table 55 — Ever had Sexual Intercourse

Sexual Intercourse (Type) Yes No No Ans.* Total
Vaginal Sex 21.6 48.2 30.2 100.0
Oral Sex 10.2 50.7 39.1 100.0
Anal Sex 2.5 55.1 42.3 100.0

Key: 'N Ans. — No Answer
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Table 56 — Age at First Sexual Intercourse

Age Frequency Percentage
Not Applicable 352 44.7
2 1 0.1
3) 1 0.1
6 6 0.8
7 3 0.4
8 1 0.1
9 8 1.0
10 12 1.5
11 18 2.3
12 18 2.3
13 21 2.7
14 34 4.3
15 24 3.0
16 6 0.8
Not Sure 35 4.4
No Response 247 314
Total 787 100.0
Table 57 — Had Sexual Intercourse in last 4 months
Response Frequency Percentage

Not Applicable 352 44.7
Yes 107 13.6
No 109 13.9
No Answer 219 27.8
Total 787 100.0
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Table 58 — Number of times had Vaginal Sex in last 4 months

Response Frequency Percentage
None 12 1.5
1 17 2.2
2 17 2.2
3 9 11
4 5 0.6
S) 3 0.4
6 1 0.1
7 1 0.1
12 1 0.1
14 1 0.1
17 1 0.1
Not Sure 38 4.8
No Answer 240 30.5
Not Applicable 441 56.0
Total 787 100.0
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Table 59 — Number of times had Oral Sex in last 4 months

Response Frequency Percentage
None 41 5.2
1 16 2.0
2 3 0.4
3 4 0.5
4 2 0.3
6 2 0.3
7 1 0.1
10 1 0.1
16 1 0.1
Not Sure 19 2.4
No Answer 257 32.7
Not Applicable 440 55.9
Total 787 100.0
Table 60 — Number of times had Anal Sex in last 4 months

Response Frequency Percentage
None 59 7.5
1 5 0.6
2 3 0.4
3 2 0.3
3) 1 0.1
9 1 0.1
Not Sure 10 1.3
No Answer 265 33.7
Not Applicable 441 56.0
Total 787 100.0
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Table 61 — Number of Sex Partners in last 4 months

Response Frequency Percentage
None 7 0.9
1 66 8.4
2 12 15
3 4 0.5
4 4 0.5
6 3 0.4
7 1 0.1
8 1 0.1
10 1 0.1
15 1 0.1
Not Sure 9 11
No Answer 238 30.2
Not Applicable 440 55.9
Total 787 100.0

Table 62 — Sexual Relations & Condom use in the last 4 months

Condom use in the last 4 months
Person | Yes | No | N/An. | N/A | Til
Nvr. FIT | HIT | MIT | E/IT | N/An. | N/A Ttl

Girlfriend 5.2 0.8 382 | 55.8 | 1000 | 22 1.0 01 | 04 | 22 384 | 55.8 | 100.0
Boyfriend 6.4 0.9 372 | 555 | 1000 | 24 0.9 03] 09 | 20 37.7 55.8 | 100.0
Friend 2.2 1.0 410 | 558 | 1000 11 0.1 01 ] 04 | 08 41.6 55.9 | 100.0
S/Workers | 0.0 1.3 429 | 558 | 1000 | 06 0.0 00 | 00 | 00 43.3 56.0 | 100.0
Un/Person | 0.8 1.1 422 | 559 | 1000 1.0 0.1 00 | 00 | 03 42.6 56.0 | 100.0

Key

N/An. — No Answer N/A - Not Applicable Ttl - Total Nvr — Never FIT - Few Times

HIT — Half the time MIT — Most times E/T - Every time S/Workers — Sex Workers

Un/Person — Unknown Person
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Table 63 — Condom Use during last Sexual Encounter

Condom Use Frequency Percentage
Yes 103 13.1 (56.9)
No 78 9.9 (43.1)
No Answer 254 32.3
Not Applicable 352 44.7
Total 787 100.0

Table 64 — Reason for Condom Use during last Sexual Encounter

Reason Frequency Percentage
Own concern to prevent pregnancy 73 70.9
Own concern to prevent STD/HIV 62 60.2
Partner insisted/partner’s choice 18 17.5
No answer 5 4.9

Table 65 — Reason for No Condom Use during last Sexual Encounter

Schools Attending Frequency Percentage
Condoms are uncomfortable 18 23.1
Embarrassing to use condoms 2 2.6
Unable to get condoms 16 20.5
Had sex with partner who was not a sex worker 6 7.7
Had sex with my regular partner 18 23.1
Partner did not want to 3 3.8
Other 4 5.1
No answer 15 19.2
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Table 66 — Using Alcohol or Drugs last time you had sex

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 17 2.2 (10.0)
No 147 18.7 (86.5)
Don’t Know/Can’t Remember 6 0.8 (3.5
No Answer 261 33.2
Not Applicable 356 45.2
Total 787 100.0

Table 67 — If you didn't want to have sex with your partner, how confident are you

that you could refuse?

Response Frequency Percentage
Very confident 402 51.1
Confident 130 16.5
Somewhat confident 104 13.2
Not at all confident 99 12.6
No Answer 52 6.6
Total 787 100.0

Table 68 — If you want to have sex, how confident are you that you could ask your
partner to take an HIV test?

Response Frequency Percentage
Very confident 419 53.2
Confident 142 18.0
Somewhat confident 82 10.4
Not at all confident 88 11.2
No Answer 56 7.1
Total 787 100.0
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Table 69 — If you wanted to use a condom, how confident are you that you could buy

them?

Response Frequency Percentage
Very confident 344 43.7
Confident 142 18.0
Somewhat confident 129 16.4
Not at all confident 115 14.6
No Answer o7 7.2
Total 787 100.0

Table 70 —If you want to use a condom, how confident are you that you could ask

your partner to use one?

Response Frequency Percentage
Very confident 442 56.2
Confident 159 20.2
Somewhat confident 58 7.4
Not at all confident 65 8.3
No Answer 63 8.0
Total 787 100.0
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Table 71 —If you didn't want to have sex anymore without a condom, how confident

are you that you could refuse?

Response Frequency Percentage
Very confident 393 49.9
Confident 135 17.2
Somewhat confident 88 11.2
Not at all confident 106 13.5
No Answer 65 8.3
Total 787 100.0

Table 72 —If you didn't want to have sex with your new partner, how confident are

you that you could refuse?

Response Frequency Percentage
Very confident 379 48.2
Confident 161 20.5
Somewhat confident 93 11.8
Not at all confident 92 11.7
No Answer 62 7.9
Total 787 100.0
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Table 73 —Have you ever talked with your parent(s) or the adult you live with about
AIDS?

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 409 52.0
No 308 39.1
No Answer 70 8.9
Total 787 100.0

Table 74 —Have you ever talked with your parent(s) or the adult you live with about

sex?

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 395 50.2
No 307 39.0
No Answer 85 10.8
Total 787 100.0

Table 75 —-How comfortable do you feel talking with your parent(s) or the adult you

live with about sex?

Response Frequency Percentage
Very comfortable 224 28.5
Somewhat comfortable 128 16.3
Somewhat uncomfortable 117 14.9
Very uncomfortable 176 22.4
No Answer 142 18.0
Total 787 100.0
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Table 76 —-How comfortable do you feel talking with your parent(s) or the adult you

live with about AIDS?

Response Frequency Percentage
Very comfortable 327 41.6
Somewhat comfortable 127 16.1
Somewhat uncomfortable 72 9.1
Very uncomfortable 110 14.0
No Answer 151 19.2
Total 787 100.0

Table 77 ~What do you think is the level of risk of most of your close friends for

catching HIV?

Schools Attending Frequency Percentage
No Risk 108 13.7
Low 212 26.9
Medium 124 15.8
High 143 18.2
No Answer 200 254
Total 787 100.0

Table 78 — What do you think is your risk of catching HIV infection?

Schools Attending Frequency Percentage
No Risk 221 28.1
Low 243 30.9
Medium 62 7.9
High 79 10.0
No Answer 182 23.1
Total 787 100.0
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